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Westpac boosts business events program
at USC

—) The University of the Sunshine Coast and its subsidiary company — The Innovation Centre — has
signed a six figure, three year sponsorship deal with Westpac Bank, aiming to support business
growth and education in the Sunshine Coast region.

The launch of the Innovation Centre’s Enterprise Tuesday program this week will announce the
sponsorship and welcome the Westpac team onboard to support the regions business
development.

Westpac have recently recruited 7 new local business bankers for the Sunshine Coast, as part of a
significant investment to assist small businesses in the region. Jason New, Regional Manager of
Westpac, says ‘the support for the University and the Innovation Centre is another important
investment by Westpac to help the growth and sustainability of small businesses.’

The University of the Sunshine Coast and particularly the Innovation Centre has assisted with the
growth and development of over 55 innovative Sunshine Coast businesses since beginning the
subsidiary company in 2002.

The significant sponsorship from Westpac will also offer USC students scholarships and prizes to
assist them financially and encourage them to strive in their courses.

Westpac are sponsoring both the Westpac Prize (5500) for Best Web-Based Business Plan in the
first year Innovation, Creativity and Entrepreneurship class offered to all Faculties within the
University, and the Westpac Sustainability Scholarship.

The Westpac Sustainability Scholarship, valued at $5000, will be awarded to a high-school leaver
who is starting at USC and can illustrate why they are interested in sustainability and how the
degree program they have chosen will help them achieve their future goals.

These scholarships and prizes give students the incentive to continue to strive academically and
ensure they achieve their tertiary education goals.

The financial assistance from Westpac for the Innovation Centre will be channelled into
improving and continuing to develop the Boardroom Briefing and Enterprise Tuesday seminars,
with a total of 15 events planned for 2009.

The official launch of the Westpac sponsorship, coinciding with the first Enterprise Tuesday event
for the year, will be held on Tuesday 31 March in the Innovation Centre Foyer, which is
completely booked out.
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The event features Professor Evan Douglas, Dean of the Faculty of Business at the University of the
Sunshine Coast, giving a presentation on ‘Entrepreneurs: Characteristics of Success’.

Innovation Centre CEO, Colin Graham, commented ‘since the Innovation Centre began presenting business
development events in 2002 more than 4000 delegates have attended events, and this year we are pleased to
welcome Westpac on Board as our major sponsor. We look forward to working with them to further develop the
Sunshine Coast Economy.’

For more information about the programs and the Innovation Centre Sunshine Coast and it’s upcoming events
visit www.innovation-centre.com.au, phone +61 7 5450 2600 or email innovationcentre@usc.edu.au.
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For more information contact:

Innovation Centre Sunshine Coast chief executive Colin Graham on +61 7 5450 2600 or 0418 594 545 or visit
www.innovation-centre.com.au.
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